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It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the latest 
issue of the Revista Portuguesa de Estomatologia, Medicina 
Dentária e Cirurgia Maxilofacial. As we present Volume 65, Is-
sue 3 we are excited to share with you the outstanding contri-
butions of researchers and clinicians whose work continues 
to advance the limits of our profession. Each study in this issue 
represents a step forward in the field of dentistry, with a par-
ticular focus on endodontics, dental education, maxillofacial 
surgery, and prosthodontics, highlighting both scientific inno-
vation and clinical relevance.

We begin with our research papers, which explore critical 
aspects of dental practice. The research study “Coronal pre-
flaring’s influence on the accuracy of root canal length de-
termination by electronic apex locators”1 presents valuable 
insights for endodontists. By exploring how preflaring af-
fects the accuracy of electronic apex locator devices, this 
research helps refine techniques in root canal therapy, aim-
ing to improve treatment outcomes and enhance patient 
care. Next, the research “Effects of irrigation activation tech-
niques on root canal walls after post-space preparation: A 
scanning electron microscopy study”2 offers important find-
ings on endodontic cleaning protocols. This study provides 
clinicians with evidence on how various activation methods 
can optimize the cleanliness of canal walls after post-space 
preparation, potentially improving long-term success in 

both endodontic and restorative treatments. Additionally, 
the research study “Anxiety levels of the 1st and 5th-year 
dental students in Portugal – Cross-sectional study”3 brings 
to light an often-overlooked issue in dental education. Un-
derstanding how anxiety evolves throughout the degree in 
Dentristry, along with increased awareness, can lead to im-
proved mental-health support systems, ultimately fostering 
a healthier learning environment for future dental profes-
sionals and patients.

This issue also includes notable case reports that provide 
practical clinical insights. The case report “Diagnosis and 
treatment of keratoacanthoma in the lower lip: A case re-
port”4 emphasizes the importance of accurate diagnosis and 
timely treatment in managing this challenging lesion. The 
detailed exploration of the treatment approach offers clini-
cians a clear protocol for addressing similar cases in their 
practice. The report “Virtual planning for orbital reconstruc-
tion in a craniofacial fibrous dysplasia surgical approach – 
Case report”5 showcases the power of modern technology in 
surgical planning. The authors demonstrate how virtual 
models can significantly enhance precision and outcomes in 
complex reconstructive surgeries can be significantly en-
hanced, marking a step forward in maxillofacial surgery. 
Moreover, the case report “Non-metal framework for remov-
able partial dentures – A 2-year follow-up clinical report”6 
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presents a long-term follow-up highlighting the benefits and 
durability of alternative materials in prosthodontics. This 
report provides a compelling example of innovation in den-
tal materials, offering patients a reliable and aesthetic solu-
tion for partial dentures.

In this issue, we also feature a technical innovations re-
port that stands out for its application of cutting-edge tech-
nology. The report “Fabrication of a closed hollow obturator 
by digital technologies: technical report”7 introduces a mod-
ern approach to prosthetic design, demonstrating how dig-
ital workflows can streamline fabrication processes and 
improve clinical outcomes for patients with maxillofacial 
defects.

Finally, we would like to inform our readers of an import-
ant update regarding the journal’s language and submission 
guidelines. Starting from the upcoming Volume 66, Issue 1, 
2025, and due to indexation requirements, the journal will 
only accept and publish papers written in English. This change 
applies to all new submissions, as well as papers written in 
Portuguese already submitted to the journal. These must now 
be translated into English to be eligible for publication upon 
acceptance. We are confident that this transition will further 
enhance the journal’s global visibility and impact, and we 
thank all authors for their understanding and cooperation 
during this adjustment period.
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